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Dear Editor-in-Chief 
 

e would like to thank the author of 
the Letter to the Editor for the inter-
est shown in our published article (1) 

and for the constructive comments provided. 
We respectfully clarify that the objective of our 
study was to investigate the prevalence of En-
tamoeba gingivalis and Trichomonas tenax and their 
relationship with disease severity and clinical 
characteristics among patients with periodonti-
tis. The study was not designed as a case-con-
trol study comparing patients with healthy in-
dividuals. Our interpretation was therefore 

focused on the presence of these protozoa 
among patients with established periodontitis. 
We did not intend to establish a causal relation-
ship between the protozoa and periodontal dis-
ease. 
Given the relatively small sample size and, par-
ticularly, the limited number of positive cases 
for T. tenax (15 cases), we considered that mul-
tivariable regression could produce unstable es-
timates and potentially misleading results. The 
primary purpose of the statistical analysis was 
to explore associations between the detected 
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protozoa and the demographic and clinical 
characteristics of the study population. Chi-
square and Fisher's exact tests were therefore 
used as appropriate for the available data. We 
agree that the findings should be interpreted in 
the context of the sample size and exploratory 
nature of the analysis. 
The P value of 0.063 reported in the Discussion 
was a typographical error. The correct P value 
is 0.037, as reported in Table 5. This error does 
not affect the underlying data or the other find-
ings of the study. 
The very small number of participants in some 
categories limits the reliability and interpreta-
tion of statistical estimates for these variables. 
Fisher's exact test was used where appropriate 
because of the small cell frequencies. These 
variables were nevertheless retained in the anal-
ysis because they were among the clinical and 
demographic characteristics collected from the 
study participants. The corresponding findings 
should be considered exploratory and inter-
preted with appropriate caution. 
Our statement regarding the higher sensitivity 
of molecular methods was based on the sub-
stantially higher detection rate obtained by 
PCR compared with direct microscopic 

examination in the same clinical samples. We 
acknowledge that a formal assessment of diag-
nostic sensitivity would require an appropriate 
reference standard and diagnostic accuracy 
analysis. Regarding causality, our intention was 
not to establish a causal relationship. The word-
ing “suggesting” and “potentially” was used to 
indicate an association and a possible role that 
warrants further investigation. In addition, the 
limitations of the cross-sectional design were 
explicitly acknowledged in the manuscript. 
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